WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 



1. A^iack in which a pressure-based sensor is used and 
which is equipped with a locking mechanism that restricts 
the movement csf the object that is to be unlocked, a 
movement restricting mechanism or a movement 
restricting electronic circuit that restricts the 
unlocking of the concerned object by the above -described 
locking mechanism, )a pressure-based fingerprint sensor 
that detects the fingerprint pattern, a memory devices 
that stores registered fingerprint code data, a matching 
unit that determines whether the fingerprint code created 
from the fingerprint pattern sensed by the sensor matches 
with any of the registered fingerprint codes stored in 
the memory device, and/ a* control unit that unlocks the 
locking mechanism throUAh the above-mentioned movement 
restricting mechanism off electronic circuit, when the 
offered and a registered! fingerprint codes match. 



2. A lock having a presi 
accordance with claim 1 
lock part are separated 

3. A lock having a pres: 
accordance with claim 2 
card . 



s are 



-based fingerprint sensor in 
Ln which the key unit and the 
md the key unit is portable. 

slire-based fingerprint sensor in 
in which the portable unit is a 



4. A separated type locklhaving a pressure-based 
fingerprint sensor, of the type in accordance with the 
claim 2 , in which the registered fingerprint codes are 
stored in the lock part and\the matching unit resides in 



the portable unit, or vice-e-versa, or both registered 
codes and theN^atching unit reside in the lock part, and 
where the pressure^- based fingerprint sensor is included 
either in the lock ^part or the portable unit . 

5. A lock having a pressure-based fingerprint sensor in 
accordance with the cl&im 2 in which the separated lock 
part and portable unit ban be connected either 
electrically through a Connector, by wireless, through an 
infra red beam, by magnetic coupling, or by static 
electricity. 



6. A switching system haj 
sensor that is equipped v 



ing a pressure-based fingerprint 
ith a switch that starts the 
concerned object, a pressure-based fingerprint sensor 
that detects the fingerpiint pattern, a memory device 
that stores the registered fingerprint codes, a matching 
unit that determines whether the fingerprint code created 
from the fingerprint pat/tern detected by the sensor 
matches with a stored fingerprint code, and a control 
unit that operates the above-mentioned switch when there 
is a match. 



7. A switching system with a pressure-based fingerprint 
sensor in accordance with the claim 6 in which the 
pressure-based fingerprint sensor and the switch that 
starts the concerned object are separated and the sensor 
or the memory device reside on a portable unit . 




8. A switching system having a pressure-based fingerprint 
sensor in accordance With the claim 7 in which the 
portable unit is in thfe shape of a card. 



9. A separated type switching system having a pressure- 
based fingerprint sensor A in accordance with the claim 7, 
in which the registered fingerprint codes are stored in 
the switch part and the matching unit resides in the 



portable unit, or vice-e 1 
codes and the matching \in y . 



based fingerprint sensor i 
part or the portable unit 



or both the registered 
reside in the switch part, or 



both reside in the portabla unit, and where the pressure- 



s included either in the switch 



10. A switching system wi/th a pressure-based fingerprint 
sensor in accordance wittt the claim 7 in which the 
separated switch part ann portable unit can be connected 
either electrically through a connector, by wireless, 
through an infra red b$am, by magnetic coupling, or by 
static electricity. 
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